Ballot Initiative Launched to Repeal Prop 8: California Marriage Equality Act
Monday, January 12, 2009

Contact: media@yesonequality.com

SACRAMENTO - The California-based Yes! On Equality campaign launched a 2010 ballot
initiative today with the aim of ensuring equal access to marriage for all Californians in
accordance with the California State Constitution. Despite the passage of Proposition 8 in
November, 2008 — which effectively banned gay marriage in California and outlawed roughly
18,000 same-sex marriages — a diverse and growing number of Californians have confidence
and hope that marriage equality can and should be recognized.

The proposed law reads as follows:

“Section 7.5 of Article | of the Cahforma Constltutlon shall be repealed strlcken and
removed as such

By gathering signatures for the California Marriage Equality Act, Yes! On Equality aims to
provide a timely, basic tool to advance equality in California. This campaign seeks to
compliment existing grass-roots networks and long-standing community and public-service
organizations in California that have struggled to ensure equality for all, and in particular those
that have recently fought against Prop 8. The website for the proposed ballot initiative and the
Yes! On Equality campaign is www.yesonequality.com.

The passage of Prop 8 in California has drawn the attention of a very large and broad-based
coalition of individuals who see marriage equality as a basic question of civil rights. While legal
challenges to Prop 8 may ultimately prove successful, the Yes! On Equality campaign aims to
motivate a state-wide, grass-roots affirmation of basic Californian equality that can stand
regardless of how the courts decide these questions.

The Yes! On Equality website www.yesonequality.com serves as a portal for coalition-building
and information for volunteers and everyone interested in marriage equality in California. For
more information contact the campaign at media@yesonequality.com, (800) 778-2998 or (916)
273-4930.
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